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Classroom Procedure: Approximate Grade Level:	 4 – 6

Objectives:

The students will be able to summarize, identify 
reasons for, orally present, and define selected 
vocabulary from, the Gettysburg Address by 
Abraham Lincoln.

Common Core State Standards:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.2			 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.4
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.2
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.4
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.2
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4

Class Sessions (45 minutes):

At least 2 class sessions

Teaching Materials/Worksheets:

Gettysburg Address content pages (2), Activity 
pages (2), Practice page, Homework page

Student Supplies:

access to the Internet, handouts

Prepare Ahead of Time:

Students will need to be paired for the activity.  
Optional Internet access.  Copy handouts.

Options for Lesson:	

Students may work alone for the activity, especially 
higher level students.  Students may deliver their 
rewritten/paraphrased speeches to lower grades.  
Allow students to use the Internet for Practice 
page definitions.

1.	 Ask students if they have ever heard a speech, whether 
in person or on TV, which they found memorable.  Tell 
them to share the details.

2.	 Allow for responses and discussion.
3.	 Ask:  Why are some speeches more memorable than 

others?
4.	 Allow for responses and discussion.  Introduce the 

Gettysburg Address.
5.	 Distribute Gettysburg Address content pages.  Read 

and review the information with the students.  (You may 
choose to allow volunteers to memorize the speech 
or require students to memorize it.)

6.	 Show one of the videos of the speech being given 
as the students follow along with the actual text on 
the content pages.  Use the additional resources to 
enhance understanding.

7.	 Distribute Practice page.  Check and review the 
students’ responses.  Confirm that students understand 
the vocabulary from the speech.  It will be useful when 
they do the activity.

8.	 Distribute Activity page.  Read and review the 
instructions.  Pair students.  Encourage students to 
think about how the speech should sound for students 
younger than themselves.

9.	 Once completed, assign each pair of students a time 
slot to deliver it to the class.

10.	Distribute the Homework page.  The next day, check 
and review the students’ responses.  Allow volunteers 
to share the speech’s personal meaning.

11.	In closing, ask students which part of the Gettysburg 
Address is their favorite and why. 

12.	Allow for responses and discussion.
13.	Unless assigned, ask volunteers to memorize and 

present the original speech to the class.
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_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Notes
The lesson can be used as an introduction to Abraham Lincoln, the Civil War, or as stand-alone content for 
the students.  You may decide how in-depth to study this famous speech by Abraham Lincoln.  For younger 
students, some of it may be difficult to understand, but they can be made aware of its general theme.

Additional Resources:

CONTENT: 
http://www.american-historama.org/1860-1865-civil-war-era/gettysburg-address.htm
http://www.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Gettysburg_Address
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/gettysburgaddress-story.htm
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collection/abraham-lincoln-and-gettysburg-address
http://civilwar.mrdonn.org/gettysburgaddress.htm

WORKSHEETS:
https://www.illinois.gov/alplm/museum/Learning/Documents/The_Gettysburg_Address.pdf 
http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/gettysburg-address-lesson-plan/the-gettysburg-
address-lesson.html
http://explorepahistory.com/kora/files/1/13/1-D-23-274-ExplorePAHistory-a0b5a2-a_464.pdf
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/american-civil-war/resources/gettysburg-address-identifying-
text-context-and-subtext
http://chnm.gmu.edu/7tah/unitdocs/unit3/lesson1/gettysburgorigins.pdf

VIDEOS:
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/gettysburg-address/videos ( 3 short videos)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIgjBbOT0Vc (3 min-Rap Song)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4Bojjx_Dew (3 min-Speech read)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQ0ApACbKQ0 (5 min-Song)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCXUbQ4JjXI (6 min)
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Gettysburg Address 
269 words.  A couple minutes.  This is all it took Abraham Lincoln to deliver one of 
the most famous and well-known speeches in history:  The Gettysburg Address.  
The President at the time, Abraham Lincoln, recited the speech on November 19, 
1863 during the dedication of a national cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

The Gettysburg Address was given in honor of the Union troops 
who had died at the Battle of Gettysburg six months earlier 
during the Civil War.  During the battle, Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee and his troops were defeated by the Union led 
by General George Meade.  About 3,155 Union soldiers died 
during the battle, and more than 14,000 were wounded.

In general, the speech given by Lincoln impressed upon the listeners and 
the country the ideals and principles of equality, freedom, and democracy.  
Lincoln also referred to the past, present, and future of the country.  This 
is why the speech has remained so popular, because the message it 
delivered is considered timeless.

On the day of the speech, Lincoln was not the main speaker, but Edward 
Everett, a United States senator and a preacher, had spoken for more 
than 2 hours before the president gave his speech.  Many people who 
supported Lincoln praised the speech, but those who were against Lincoln criticized it.

The speech begins with Four score and seven years ago…  A score is a word 
that means 20, so 20 plus seven years equals 87 years ago, which would have 
been 1776, the same year as the Declaration of Independence when the United 
States of America became an independent country.

As the speech continues, Lincoln mentions …our fathers…, which 
refers to those people who founded the United States such as 

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and many others.  The nation was founded on 
freedom and dedicated to all people who are created equal.  It is a country for everybody.

Since the Civil War is still taking place, it is a test to the endurance and strength of America.  
He then talks about those who died on the battlefield at Gettysburg fighting for the freedom 
of the country.  He tells those who are listening the proper thing to do is to honor the dead.

As Lincoln continues, he says that no matter what the living do, it cannot match the sacrifice of those who 
died fighting for freedom at Gettysburg.  It is important the dead are never forgotten, and the living must 
continue the battle for freedom, and much more must be done. We are to be inspired by those who died for 
our freedom.   All of us cannot allow the deaths of the soldiers become meaningless.
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Can you memorize the Gettysburg Address and give 
the speech with the same emotion as Lincoln?

President Lincoln ends the speech by talking about God and a new type of freedom for all people, and that 
the government is supposed to be for the people and do the will of the people.  The words in the final part of 
the speech are similar to the beginning of the Constitution which begins with We the People...

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the United States from March 4, 1861 to April 15, 1865.  He was 
assassinated by John Wilkes Booth on April 14th and died the next day at age 56.  

The following is the full text of the Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln:

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in 
liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and 
so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate 
a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might 
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The 
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add 
or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what 
they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task 
remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which 
they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have 
died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

The full text of the Gettysburg Address is also carved into the stone on one of the walls of the Lincoln Memorial 
in Washington, D.C.
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Activity     Name __________________________  Date _________	

Instructions

1.	 Read through each line of the Gettysburg Speech as shown below and on the next page.

2.	 You and your partner will rewrite each line using language and vocabulary that would be more 
understanding to younger students.  (Use the space provided to write the final line.)

3.	 Use a dictionary/thesaurus for help.  Make sure the lines flow together, logically written, and has the 
same meaning as the original.

4.	 Once completed, practice reading the speech, sharing lines with your partner.

5.	 You and your partner will read it aloud to the class.

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, 

as a final resting place for those who here gave 
their lives that that nation might live. 

It is altogether fitting and proper that we should 
do this.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, 

or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can 
long endure. 

We are met on a great battlefield of that war. 

ORIGINAL LINE NEW LINE

Four score and seven years ago 

our fathers brought forth on this continent a new 
nation,

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal.
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Activity     Name __________________________  Date _________	

shall	not	perish	from	the	earth.

It	is	rather	for	us	to	be	here	dedicated	to	the	great	
task	remaining	before	us

—that	from	these	honored	dead	we	take	increased	
devotion	to	that	cause

for	which	they	gave	the	last	full	measure	of	
devotion

—that	we	here	highly	resolve	that	these	dead	shall	
not	have	died	in	vain

—that	this	nation,	under	God,	shall	have	a	new	
birth	of	freedom

—and	that	government	of	the	people,	by	the	
people,	for	the	people,	

have	consecrated	it,	far	above	our	poor	power	to	
add	or	detract.	

The	world	will	little	note,	nor	long	remember	what	
we	say	here,	

but	it	can	never	forget	what	they	did	here.	

It	is	for	us	the	living,	rather,	

to	be	dedicated	here	to	the	unfinished	work	

which	they	who	fought	here	have	thus	far	so	nobly	
advanced.	

But,	in	a	larger	sense,	we	cannot	dedicate,	

we	cannot	consecrate,	we	cannot	hallow	this	
ground.	

The	brave	men,	living	and	dead,	who	struggled	
here,
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Practice     Name __________________________  Date _________

Write	the	definition	for	each	word	as	it	was	used	in	the	Gettysburg	Address.		Include	a	synonym	for	each	word.		

score

conceived

liberty

proposition

engaged

dedicate

consecrate

hallow

detract

nobly

devotion

resolve

perish

Definition Synonym

The	United	States	was	founded	on	_________________________________.

All	people	are	created	____________________________.

The	Civil	War	was	a	test	of	the	endurance	and	_______________________	of	America.

Abraham	Lincoln	wants	people	to	______________________	those	who	died	in	the	Civil	War.

No	matter	what	we	do,	it	cannot	match	the	___________________________	of	those	who	have	died.

The	dead	in	wars	must	never	be	__________________________________.

The	government	is	meant	to	be	for	the	__________________________________.

Fill	in	the	blanks.
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Homework  Name __________________________  Date _________

What does the Gettysburg Address mean to you?

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

_____   	 1	 The number of words in the Gettysburg Address.
______  	 2	 Date Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address.
______  	 3	 State where Gettysburg is located.
______  	 4	 The speech was given to honor which troops
______  	 5	 Robert E. Lee was the general of these troops.
______  	 6	 Led the Union troops who defeated the 				  
			   Confederate troops.
______  	 7	 Battle of Gettysburg occurred during this war.
_______ 	 8	 The main speaker on the day Lincoln gave his 			 
			   speech.
_______ 	 9	 Number of years equal to 4 score and 7 years.
_______ 	 10	 The year the United States became an 				  
			   independent country.
_______  	 11	 Document related to the U.S. becoming an 			 
			   independent country.
_______ 	 12 	 “Fathers” who founded the United States.
_______  	 13 	 Document which begins with “We the people…”
_______  	 14	 The year Abraham Lincoln became President.
_______ 	 15	 The date Abraham Lincoln died after his 				  
			   assassination.
_______  	 16 	 Person who assassinated Abraham Licoln.
_______  	 17	 Abraham Lincol was this numbered President.
_______  	 18	 Famous and well-known speech given by 				 
			   President Lincoln.

A	 April 15, 1865
B	 Confederate
C	 1776D	 269
E	 Gettysburg Address
F	 Consititution
G	 Edward Everett
H 	 Pennsylvania
I 	 Civil
J	 Washington and Jefferson
K	 16
L	 87
M	 November 19, 1863
N	 Declaration of Independence
O	 George Meade
P	 Union
Q	 1861
R	 John Wilkes Booth

Match the description with the correct term.
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Activity   Name __________________________  Date _________Answer Key

Instructions

1.	 Read through each line of the Gettysburg Speech as shown below and on the next page.  

2.	 You and your partner will rewrite each line using language and vocabulary that would be more 
understanding to younger students.  (Use the space provided to write the final line.)

3.	 Use a dictionary/thesaurus for help.  Make sure the lines flow together, logically written, and has the 
same meaning as the original.

4.	 Once completed, practice reading the speech, sharing lines with your partner.

5.	 You and your partner will read it aloud to the class.

A clear translation of the Gettysburg Address can be found here:

http://www.american-historama.org/1860-1865-civil-war-era/gettysburg-address-text.htm 
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Practice  Name __________________________  Date _________Answer Key

Write	the	definition	for	each	word	as	it	was	used	in	the	Gettysburg	Address.		Include	a	synonym	for	each	word.		

score

conceived

liberty

proposition

engaged

dedicate

consecrate

hallow

detract

nobly

devotion

resolve

perish

settle,	decide	on	a	course	of	action decide

suffer	death die

reduce	or	take	away	the	worth	or	value	of	 reduce

as	having	or	showing	fine	personal	qualities	or	ideals bravely

love,	loyalty,	enthusiasm	for	a	person,	activity,	or	cause loyalty

devote	to,	set	apart,	give	effort	to devote

make	or	declare	sacred bless

honor	as	holy bless

freedom,	free	will,	choose	and	do	what	you	want freedom

statement	that	expresses	a	judgment,	opinion theory

occupied	with,	busy busy

Definition Synonym

twenty	years twenty

form	or	devise	a	plan	or	an	idea,	thought	of create

The	United	States	was	founded	on	freedom.

All	people	are	created	equal.

The	Civil	War	was	a	test	of	the	endurance	and	strength	of	America.

Abraham	Lincoln	wants	people	to	honor	those	who	died	in	the	Civil	War.

No	matter	what	we	do,	it	cannot	match	the	sacrifice	of	those	who	have	died.

The	dead	in	wars	must	never	be	forgotten.

The	government	is	meant	to	be	for	the	people.

Fill	in	the	blanks.
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Homework  Name __________________________  Date _________Answer Key

___D__   	 1	 The number of words in the Gettysburg Address.
___M___ 	 2	 Date Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address.
____H__  	 3	 State where Gettysburg is located.
____P__  	 4	 The speech was given to honor which troops
__B____  	 5	 Robert E. Lee was the general of these troops.
___O__  	 6	 Led the Union troops who defeated the Confederate troops.
___I___  	 7	 Battle of Gettysburg occurred during this war.
___G____ 	 8	 The main speaker on the day Lincoln gave his speech.
____L___ 	 9	 Number of years equal to 4 score and 7 years.
____C___ 	 10	 The year the United States became an independent country.
____N___  	 11	 Document related to the U.S. becoming an independent country.
____J___ 	 12 	 “Fathers” who founded the United States.
____F___  	 13 	 Document which begins with “We the people…”
____Q___  	 14	 The year Abraham Lincoln became President.
_____A__ 	 15	 The date Abraham Lincoln died after his assassination.
_____R__  	 16 	 Person who assassinated Abraham Licoln.
_____K__  	 17	 Abraham Lincol was this numbered President.
____E___  	 18	 Famous and well-known speech given by President Lincoln.

What does the Gettysburg Address mean to you?

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Match the description with the correct term.


